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C1A’s sheletons

zre out of the closet

Py HL:\RY L. TREWHITT
VWoskington Bureau ¢ Tne Sun

Washington—Whatever its
lIong-term impact, the Rocke-
feller report on the Central

Inielligence Azency is a trove

of events with overtones of
trazedy, bureatcratic cover-
[ mm. occasinrailv, humor.
v its very nature. it details
ping of Hae ageney's larger
SLCRTREES,
sit of the condemned
tices had baen dizcontin-
because of external pees-
or internal concern. by
1d-1970's, But during the
eariy years of the CIA con-
=iruints were fewer.

In tie late 1940's the agen-
cy, aware of Soviet interest,
hegan experimenting with be-
havior-influencing drugs such
as LSD. In 1955. tests were be-

(‘

gun on unsuspecting subjects’

ir normal social situations.

The report details how one

{est turned out:

“The inspecior general re-
«irted that in a number of
stances test subjects he-

came ill for hours or days fol-

Iowing the application of a
dr ud. ...

“On one occasion during
the early phases of this pro-
gram, LSD was administered

{ an employee of the Depart- s

ment of the Army without his
knswledge while he was at-
tending a meeting with CIA
personnel wor}\mg on the drug
This mdmdual
was not made aware that he
had been given LSD until
ahout 20 minutes after it had
been administered.

“He developed scrious side
effects and was sent to New
York with a CIA escort for
psychiatric treatment. Sever-
al days later, he jumped from
a 10th-floor window of his
room and died as a result.

“The general cannsel ruled
that the death resulied from
‘ciccumstances aciziiy out of
an experiment undartaken in

A footnote to the report
adds: “There are indications
in the few remaining agency
records that this individual
may have had a history of
emotiona!l instability.”

During the 21 vears it
screened mail between the
United S:ates and foreign
cduniries. and opened 8.740
letters. the agency contirually
was cr:rcerned about the so-

called “flap potential’—the B3

danger of exposure.

Fre: "‘*II' the agency's
deputy hief of counterintel-
l'?once tal-\ed of the need for
what he called a “‘cover story”
in 2 1962 memorandum.

“Since no good purpose can
be served bv an official ad-
mission of the violation.” he
wrote. “and existing federal

_Statutes zreciude the concoc- -

tion of anv legal excuse ter
the vicd

Inat no cover storv is
2 19 any government

i ofitcial concluded,
t become necessary,
after -2 matier has cooled
off during ¢ an extended period
Qf . .
2 for unau-
'no’rnr with the

X thc Rockefeller
commissien  reported,  the
agency did nat {uilow these
recommencﬁations and made
avsilahle material on the

projact. St 1 I the report said.

the memorandum l”L-frdt“d
“the thought processes of
those involved.” i

With other prso-*e.» the re-.
port provided glimpses into a
world that avpears in populer
ficiion. 1t dascribed the so-
called ok dipping” pr(w

ind thus

the course of his official du- sions

ties for the United States gov-
ernment,’

death benefits. Jie; mmamb
were 1ssued by the c‘airector of
central intelligence to two
ClA  enplovers  vesponsible
for the incident.” .

thus ensuring his it
survivors of ucenm! certain ‘.

3 "out‘x t‘ e
bb‘_.dU © ”4

i ety at home o3’
viell o aiiciu-
s sion, t:-: ;s Ve Wit is
now {h.

most sieh r.,m emanty

on, it must be ree..

‘e of exposure, the un-’

to find a.

ials Inr iz

0 m

{ ’r.l revoiutions’

STAT

“The rnotivations underly-
ing student radicalism arose
from socvial and political al-
ienation at home and not from
conspiratorial activity mas-

“terminded from abroad.”

Concern over foreizn influ-
ence on domestic dissent—~re-
flected in the agencv's cperu-
tion CiiAQOS—occasionally re-
sulted in great atteauon (0
triviality. One such anecdote
turned on the ClA's fiz on
Grove Press, Inc. which hud
sublisied 2 book by Kim Pril-
a Suvietspy. | )
“Grove Press, in it busi-
nt::.> eliaeavors, pad also nro-
‘duced the sex-oriented motion
picture. ‘1 Am Curious Yei-
low. " the report said. "and £ i
tne operation’s analvsis duti- g
fuily ciipped and filmed cine-
ma critics’ commeniaries

upon the film.”
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